
The following slides illustrate a major CPA Examination 
improvement – the new research task format to be 
implemented on July 1, 2008.

Candidates planning to test in the third testing window of 
2008 – and thereafter – should review the slides to 
familiarize themselves with the new – and much simpler –
interface. 

Candidates should also plan to review the new Tutorial and 
Sample Tests further demonstrating the new format.  The 
new Tutorial and Sample Tests will be posted on the cpa-
exam.org website during the spring of 2008.
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¡ Simplifies the way candidates respond to 
the research question
¡ Rollout in July, 2008



¡ Question, Authoritative Literature, and 
Response control are on a single tab – no 
need to split the screen
¡ Help for the research response format is 

available on the same tab
¡ Tab will be called “Research / 

Authoritative Literature” in all 3 exam 
sections with simulations



¡ The Directions tab has been updated for 
clarity and to include a description of the 
Research / Authoritative Literature tab
¡ The Standards tab (in AUD and FAR) and 

the Code tab (in REG) have been 
replaced by the Research / Authoritative 
Literature tab

See the new Directions tab on the next 
slide





¡ The Research / Authoritative Literature tab 
is divided into 3 areas:
§ Step 1 - Research Question
§ Step 2 - Search
§ Step 3 - Answer

See the new Research / Authoritative 
Literature tab on the next slide





¡ Directions for using the new research 
response format are available by clicking 
on the “View Directions” link at the top of 
the tab

See the Research directions on the next 2 
slides







¡ When the candidate navigates to a 
document, either by searching or by 
clicking in the Table of Contents, the 
Answer pane will update itself with all 
possible responses in that document.

See example on next slide



When the candidate 
navigates to a 

document, the Table 
of Contents displays 
the document title…

…and all possible 
responses in  that 

document are 
automatically displayed 

in the answer pane

…the document pane 
displays the 

content...



¡ To answer, the candidates click on their 
choice

An example follows



Candidates click 
here…

…and their 
responses are 
confirmed here



¡ The tutorial and sample tests will be updated to 
reflect the new research question format.

¡ The updated tutorial and sample tests will be 
posted on the CPA Examination website, 
www.cpa-exam.org during the second quarter of 
2008.

¡ The new research question format will appear on 
the examination beginning in the third quarter of 
2008.

http://www.cpa-exam.org

